






Tahoe Guitar 
      
     Larry Nair makes beautiful guitars.  And 
he does expert repair work, too. 

Tahoe guitar is located right in our area, in Gard-
nerville, NV.  Larry uses only the finest tone-
woods to make guitars as beautiful as their name-
sake, the great alpine lake that sits just over the hill 
from his workshop.  
     Here’s what Larry says about ordering a cus-
tom guitar from him: 
     “There’s a reason the pros are willing to pay 
extra to play hand built guitars, and it’s not just 
because they can afford them. Hand built guitars 
are made with four things in mind….. tone, play-
ability, craftsmanship and beauty.” 
     If you want to discuss a new custom guitar for 
yourself, or if you need immaculate repair work 
done on the guitar you have, call Larry at 
775.443.0448 or email him at  
agentkoyote@aol.com. 
 

 
 
 

Grants! 
      
     Since we became a bonafide “charitable organi-
zation” (501c3) in 2005, we have been learning 
(mostly by the school of hard knocks) about 
grants.  As you may know, grants are competitive, 
and in order to even get onto the radar of the gov-
ernment and private entities that offer grant funds, 
an organization must provide solid community ser-
vice, as well as navigate the paperwork maze in-
volved in grant applications.  Applications must be 
filled-out over a year in advance of when you need 
the money and, if you need a hundred dollars, you 
apply for a thousand, because that’s just the way 
bureaucracy works.   
     We don’t want to bore you with all the details, 
but we thought you might like to see a summary of 
what we have done.   
     In all of our grant applications, we only ask for 
funds to pay musicians.  All the other costs of put-
ting on events—venue rentals, insurance, advertis-
ing, etc.—are covered from ticket revenues (or out 
of personal bank accounts….:-( .   
     In our first year of writing grants 
(FY2008/2009), we applied for over $20K to pay 
the musicians for our two festivals, the Americana 
Festival and Bluegrass on the Comstock.  We re-
ceived just under $8K.  
     In our second year of grant writing 
(FY2009/2010) we applied for $25K to pay musi-
cians.  We received very high scores on all our ap-
plications, good enough to qualify for 95% of what 
we requested.  However, due to the dire economic 
situation, all grant awards were slashed to less than 
30% of what would have otherwise been awarded 
in a healthy economy, and we ended up with less 
than $5K.  Unfortunately, this amount wasn’t 
enough to pay the musicians for the 2009 Blue-
grass on the Comstock Festival, which suffered 
catastrophically poor attendance. 
     In other words, our coffers are now empty (as 
are our personal bank accounts), and the fiscal 
year is not even over. 
     We came really close to quitting.  But thank-
fully, we heard from many of you that wanted us 
to carry on.  Even more importantly, we received a 
few generous contributions for which we are truly 
grateful.   
     So, we are carrying on for all of you, and for 
the music we love.  Thank you all so very much!    

Larry Nair at work in his shop in Gardnerville. 



Gen’ral Store Musical Instruments for Sale or Trade! Shows, Concerts, Festivals, Dances! 

Instruction, Workshops! Announcements! 

Design your ad and send it to us in a pdf or jpg format.  For the first 3 issues (until June, 
2010), all ads are FREE!  After that, they’ll be really cheap.   

This local favorite festival is attempting a  
comeback—but they need your support!  Click 
the logo below to go to the “Chase Community 
Giving Challenge”.  Enter “Nevada Bluegrass 

Project” as the charity and vote to  
bring this festival back! 

Please support these fine organizations 

Local Music Instructors 
 

Rick Sparks ~ banjo, guitar, mandolin and 
more.  Email: banjo47@hotmail.com  

Phone: 775-233-0122 
 

Cindy Gray ~ bluegrass guitar and vocal  
coaching.  Email: cgray56@sbcglobal.net 

Phone: 775-348-4692 
 

Your name here!  
Send your info to  

bluegrasstramp@gmail.com 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php#/ChaseCommunityGiving?ref=search&sid=100000490017454.3213398870..1
http://www.nea.gov/
http://nevadaculture.org/nac/
http://www.ibma.org


TRAMP, Inc 
Traditional American Music Project 
21305 Highland Rd. 
Virginia City Highlands, NV.  89521 

The Traditional American Music Project offers: 
• Bimonthly newsletter, “The Sierra Tramp” 
• Monthly jam sessions 
• Instruction in traditional music & dance 
• Information about festivals, concerts, workshops & more     

Contact us! 
 Our website:  www.sierratramp.org 

        775-348-4692 
bluegrasstramp@gmail.com 


